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Abstract 

 
Noise is noisy. Its multiple definitions cover one another in such a way as to generate what they seek 

to describe. My thesis tracks the ways in which noise can be understood historically and theoretically. 

I begin with the Skandalkonzert that took place in Vienna in 1913. I then extend this historical 

example into a theoretical reading of the noise of Derrida’s Of Grammatology, arguing that sound and 

noise are the unheard of his text, and that Derrida’s thought allows us to hear sound studies 

differently. Writing on sound must listen to the noise of the motion of différance, acknowledge the 

failings, fading, and flailings of sonic discourse, and so keep in play the aporias that constitute the 

field of sound itself. 


